W ith the amount of emphasis place on
the Holy Spirit and the multitude of passages of
scripture this third member of the G odh ead , it is
amazing the religious world is overwh elme d with
confus ion on this s ubject.
Person of the Godhead
The Holy Spirit is a perso n. Th e Ho ly
Spirit is not an “it” or just a divine influen ce but a
“He.” This is dem ons trate d in H is pers ona lity. He
has the characteristics of personhood: affection
( Ro m . 15:30); goodness (Neh. 9:20); knowledge
(1 Cor. 2:9-11); mind (Rom. 8:27); and will (1
Cor. 12:11). The Holy Spirit engage s in the
activities of a person. He witnesses o r testifies
(Jn. 15:26). He makes intercession (Rom. 8:26).
He searches (1 C or. 2:10). He leads or forbids
(Acts 16:6-7). He can teach (Jn. 14:26). He
guides to all truth (Jn. 16:12-14). He invites
(Rev. 22 :17). He spe aks (1 Tim. 4 :1; Acts 8:28;
10:19).
The Holy Spirit is not just a person. He
is deity or God. He has the characteristics of
divine personality. He is: eternal (Rom. 16:26;
Rev. 22:13; Heb. 9:14 ); holy (Rev. 4:8; 15:4; Ac.
3:14; 1 Jn. 2:20); omnipotent (Gen. 17:1; Re v.
1:8; Rom. 15:19; Jer. 32:17; Lk. 1:35);
omnipresent (Jer. 23:24; Eph. 1:23; Ps. 139:710); and om niscient (A cts 15:1 8; Jn. 2 1:17; 1
Cor. 2:10,11; Job 26:13; 33:4 ). He is part of the
Godhead or trinity (Matt. 28:18-20; 2 Cor. 13:14).
Godhead mea ns “deity , the state of being God:
Godh ead” (T hayer). The Holy S pirit a perso n, a
divine being , an int elligent personality just like
God the Father and God the Son.
Reve lation o f God 's Will
“All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God ...” (2 T im. 3 :16). Insp iration mea ns to
“breathe in or to be influe nced b y another.”
Scriptures are God-breathed. Pe ter explain s: “for
prophecy never came by the will of man, but
holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). Divine Truth was
sent to man from God (Jam es 1:17; 1 Cor.
2:9-13); to Christ (H eb. 1 :3); th roug h Ho ly Spirit
(John 14:26); to th e Apos tles (1 Co r. 2:9-11);

which resulted in the written words of the New
Testament (Eph. 3:3-5; 1 John 1:3,4). The
revelation of God’s Will has been “once fo r all
delive red to the s aints ” (Jude 3 ).
The B aptism of the H oly Spirit
S om e hold the belief Holy Spirit Baptism
is to be rece ived by Ch ristians tod ay. John the
Baptist promised Jesus Christ would administer
this baptism (Matthew 3:11 ). There are only two
e xa m ples of Holy Spirit Baptism in the New
Testa men t: in Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost
when received by the Apostles and in Acts 10
when received by Cornelius and his household.
Jesus explained the reason for sending
the Holy Spirit or Comforter to the Apostles (John
14:26: 15:26; 16 :13). It was given only to them
for the purpose of helping them bear witness for
Christ, giving them power to declare the future,
guiding them into all truth, revealing the Word of
God, and the power to confirm their word s with
miracles and speaking in tongues. The time and
place of this baptism was on the Day of
Pentecost in Jer usa lem whe n the Holy S pirit
c am e with power (Lu ke 24:4 9; Mark 9:1; Acts
1;4; 2:1-4) .
Holy Spirit Baptism was give n to
Cornelius and his household as a sign to Peter
and the other Jewish brethren that God had
accepted the Gentiles. Peter then commanded
them to be baptized with water (Acts 10:48).
Only water baptism can save (Acts 2:3 8; 1 Pet.
3:21; M ark 16 :16).
Holy Spirit Baptism was a promise to be
received (John 16:13; Acts 1:8).
It was
administered only by Christ to the Apostles and
Cornelius’ household for the purpose which had
been fulfilled at that time. In contrast water
baptism is a command (Mark 16:16) to be
obeyed (Ac. 10:48) and administered only by
man for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). By 62
AD Paul wrote there is “one bapt ism” it is water
baptism for salvation - not Holy Sp irit Baptism .
Holy Spirit and Tongue Speaking
Tongue spea king is foun d in m ost w orld
religion both ancient and modern. Co ntemporary

tongue speaking is an des perate lon ging to
undergo the “miracle,” done an very e mo tiona lly
packed religious service, re sultin g in a f rantic
inarticulate speaking with babbling nonsense and
not understandable language.
The gift of speaking in tongues was
divine ly regulated by com man ds from God. The
individual who ha d the gift of tongues had
com plete cont rol of h ims elf an d his g ifts at a ll
times (1 Cor. 14:26-32). Tongue speaking was
never intended to be universal in the church (1
Cor. 12:30). Tongues were useless unless
und ersta nda ble (1 Cor. 14:7-11). Christians were
not to us e this gift unless som eon e cou ld
interpret (1 Cor. 14:18,19; 26:33).
The ability to sp eak in tongues according
to the New Testament involved a human
language unde rstoo d by th ose who hear d it in
their own langu age . It was only temporary. The
so-called tongue speaking of today is not
und ersta nda ble langu age by anyo ne an d claim s
to be an o n going g ift.
Durat ion of th e Gifts o f the Ho ly Spirit
The purpos e of Ch rist’s mira cles wa s to
establish the truthfulness of His claim to be the
Son of God and verify His Divine mission (John
20:30,31). These gifts were given to the first
Christians to confirm the W ord preached and to
edify the co ngrega tion (1 Co r. 14:12; 22 -25).
The gifts of the Holy Spirit were imparted
to Christians by the laying on of the apostles’
hands (Acts 8:18; 19:6; 2 Tim . 1:6). The se gifts
ceased with the death of the last Christian upon
whom an Apostle im parted a spiritual gift by the
laying on of hands.
In 1 Corinth ians 13 P aul contra sts the
ceaseless nature of love with the temporal nature
of these gifts (13:8-13). Love is intended to be
permanent in the chu rch. Gifts w ere des igned to
meet a temporary need (1 Cor. 13:8-13). Before
the completion of the New Testament Christians
cou ld only know in part. After completion of the
New Tes tam ent th ese gifts w ere d one awa y.
Paul compared gifts with childhood and the
perfect or completed revelation with manhood

when childish things were put away. Also gifts
were compa red to looking into a dim and dark
mirror, but with the writ ten Word one can know
the Truth just as if he was looking face to face.
There is no n eed for gif ts tod ay, because we
have the confirmed written Word of God.
Conviction and Conversion of the Sinner
In regard to the conviction and
conversion of the sinner there are two views.
First, the H oly Sp irit by operating directly upon
the hear t of the sinner in some mysterious or
miraculous way separate and apart from the
written or spoken Word saves the sinner.
Second, the H oly Sp irit only s aves indire ctly
through the revea ling of the W ord.
The Holy S pirit separate and apart from
the Word, never fell upon anyone, at anytime or
in any place to forgive the sinner of his sins.
Philip performed miracles by Ho ly Spirit in
Samaria.
The Samaritans believed in the
preaching of the confirmed W ord of G od (Acts
8:5-12). Although the Holy Spirit sent Philip to
join himself to the Ethiopian’s chariot, it was only
when the eunuch heard and obeyed the W ord
preached that he was saved (Acts 8:35f).
Although Cornelius and his household received
Holy Spirit Baptism , he was told by an ang el to
send for Peter for “wo rds b y wh ich yo u and all
your household will be saved” (Acts 11:14).
Peter com man ded them to be bap tized. The
W ord of God is the instr um ent of th e Ho ly Spirit
in conversion.
Work of The Holy Spirit, Today
When one is baptized for the remission
of sins, they are promise d to “receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). This is not one of the
miraculous gifts o f the H oly Sp iri t. T he Greek
word used for “gift” here is dorea not charisma
which is used in reference to the “spiritual gifts.”
Neither is the “gift” the Gospel message. They
just received the Gospel (2:36). This gift is the
seal of the Holy S pirit (Eph. 1:1 3). T his se al “is
the guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purcha sed po ssess ion, to the
praise of His glory” (Eph . 1:14 ). Th e Ho ly Spirit

is the donor. H e gives a guaran tee. It is the
earnest mo ney or the fir st in stallme nt, depos it,
down payment, pledge that makes a contract
valid. The Holy S pirit is th e Div ine ple dge that a ll
of God’s prom ises will be fulfilled in the life of a
faithful Ch ristian.
Not only does the Holy Spirit help us
today by giving us this gift, He helps us in prayer
(Rom. 8:26,27) and dwells in us just as God the
Father and Jesus Christ dwell in us (Rom. 8:11).
This is abou t relatio nsh ip or fello wsh ip with deity,
not direct guidance (Rom . 8:11).
Sum mary
The Holy Spirit is a person in the
Godhead possess ing all th e attrib utes of de ity.
His r ole in r evea ling G od’s W ord a nd H oly Sp irit
baptism had been fulfilled. Miraculous gifts, such
as, spea king in tong ues ceas ed. T he S pirit’s r ole
the conviction and conversion of the lost is only
indirect through the Word. Today, saints have
the seal of the Holy Spirit, assistance in prayer,
and fellow ship with the faithful.
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“And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily
form like a dove upon Him”
– Luke 3:22
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