Faith of the Presbyterian Church, chapter
XI, Sec. 2, p. 48).

15 Things Said to SAVE
A jailor w as as leep. Two troublemak ers
had been placed in stocks in the inner prison
where they were prayin g and singin g. Su dde nly at
midnight there was a great earthquake. Fearing
the prisoners had escaped the jailor attem pted to
kill him self . The two prisoners, Paul and Silas,
stopped him with th e ass uran ce th at all the
prisoners were still there. He asked them one of
the mos t importa nt ques tions of all tim e: “What
must I do to be saved?” “So they said, ‘Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you
and your household’ (Acts 16 :31).
At first glance one might assume all that
is needed to procure salvation is to merely believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ. This interpretation
wou ld be in keeping with the doctrines found in the
creed books of me n. Please note the q uote s
below.
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The Baptist teach: “We believe the
Scriptures teach that the great gospel
blessing which C hrist secu res to such as
believe in him is justification; that
justification includes pardon of sin and the
gift of eternal life on principles of
righteousness; that it is best owe d not in
c o n s i d e ratio n o f a n y w o r k s of
righteousness which we have done, but
sole ly through faith in Chris t....” (The
Standard Manual for Baptist Churches, p.
62).
The Methodist believe: “Wherefore, that
we are justified by faith only is a most
wholesome doct rine a nd ve ry full of
com fort” (Doc trines and D iscip line of the
Methodist Church, 1964 , p. 38).
The Presbyterians affirm the sam e: “Faith
thus receiving and resting on Christ and
his righteousness is the alone instrument
of justification...” (The Confession of

However, the Bible never teaches that the lost
sinner can be saved from his sin s by merely or
sole ly or only believing. Various passages in the
Bible list other things which are said to save.
These can be divided into things God has done for
man to be saved and things man must do in order
to procure salvation from God.
1)

God Sending His Son
Paul encourages all me n to p ray fo r all
men “for th is is good and acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved
and to come to the know ledge of the truth” (1 T im
2:3-4). Without God there is no hope in being
saved. He sent His Son (Jo hn 3:16) to save men.
2)
Jesus Co ming to Ea rth
Jesus in explaining His purpose in coming
to this world said, “for the So n of Man has co me to
seek and to save that which was los t" (Luke
19:10).
3)
Blood of Christ
It was not enough for C hrist to me rely
c om e to ea rth. H e had to sh ed H is blood to
redeem man from sin and provide a way for sinful
ma n’s justification. “Much more then, having now
been justif ied by His blood, we shall be saved
from wrat h thro ugh Him ” (Roma ns 5:9).
4)
Grace
Sinc e no o ne ca n pay f or his own sins or
do anything to earn salvation, forgiveness of sins
must come as a result of God giving to us by His
grace that which we do not deserve. “For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yours elves; it is the g ift of God, no t of
works, lest anyone should boast. For we a re His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand that we
sho uld w alk in th em” ( Eph 2:8-10).
5)
Gospel
Man needs God’s grace to be saved.
Salvation is conditioned u pon m an’s res ponse to
God ’s great gift the Good News (Gospel) having

been sent out via the G reat C om mis sion for all
men to hear, believe and obey. Paul said, “For I
am not ashame d of th e gos pel of Chris t, for it is
the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek”
(Rom ans 1:1 6).
6)
Preaching
The Gospel is “the message preached to
save thos e wh o belie ve” (1 Cor. 1:21b). In order
for the message of the Gospel to be heard it must
be preached. God has chosen men, not angels or
the Holy Spirit, to be His mouth piece for the
proclamation of the Gospel. Preaching is
something men mus t do for other men to be
saved. “Ho w the n sha ll they call on Him in whom
they have not believed? And how shall they
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans
10:14). The lost sinner responds to this preaching
by hearing and believing the Gospel message.
“So then faith comes by heari ng, and hearing by
the w ord o f God ” (Roma ns 10:17).
7)
Words
Although an an gel an d the Holy Spir it
were indirectly involved in the conversion of the
first Gentiles, Cornelius had to send for Peter “who
will tell you words by which you and all your
hou seh old will be saved” (Acts 11:14). The words
Peter preached were from God.
8)
Faith
As noted above, faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ is necessary to be saved (Acts 16 :30-31).
This faith must com e from heari ng the words of
the Gosp el preach ed. Pau l wrote, “Therefo re,
having been justified by faith, we ha ve pea ce with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Roman s 5:1).
Note the term s “on ly” or “s olely” or “alone” are not
found in this verse. In fact, the only time the term
“only” is used in connection with the term faith and
salvation is found in James 2:24: “You see then
that a man is justified by works, and not by faith
only.”
9)

Works
Although the Bible is very clear that man
cannot save him self by just performing a number

of good works and earning salvation from God, yet
Paul told the Ph ilippians, “therefore, my beloved,
as you have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much m ore in my
absence, work out y our o wn s alva tion with fear
and trem bling; for it is G od w ho w orks in you bo th
to will and to do for H is goo d plea sure ” (Phil
2:12-13). These are not the works of one’s own
devising. Neither can the works of the Law of
Moses save. However, the works of God are
essential conditions for ma n’s sa lvation . Faith is
a work of God. When Jesus was feeding the
5,000 He was as ked, “‘what shall we do, that we
may work the works of God?’ Jesus answered
and said to them, ‘This is the work of God, that
you believe in Him whom He sent’" (John
6:28-29).
10)
Repentance
After being accused of killing the very Son
of God the Jews on the day of Pentecost asked,
“‘What shall we do?’ Then Peter said to them,
‘Repent, and let ev ery one of you be baptize d in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift o f th e H oly Sp irit ’”
(Acts 2:38).
11)
Confession
Another work of God man is required to
meet is to confess his faith publically. Paul wrote,
“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For
with the heart one believes unto righteousness,
and with the mouth confession is made unto
salv ation ” (Roma ns 10:9,10).
12)
Baptism
Although many reject the necessity of
baptism Jesus was very clear when He said, “He
who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not b elieve will be cond emn ed” (Mark
16:16). Just as water was necessary to save Noah
and his family from the destruction of a wicked
world, so ba ptism is needed to save us. “The re is
also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not
the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer
of a good conscience toward God), through the

resurre ction of Je sus C hrist” (1 Peter 3:21).
13)
Faithfulness
Since the Bible no where teaches once
saved always saved, once a man is saved from
sin he need s to cont inue t o be f aithfu l all his life in
order to have eternal salvation. “Be fa ithful u ntil
death, and I will giv e you the c row n of life ” (Rev
2:10).
14)
Hope
For thos e wh o hav e obe yed the Gospel
and had their sins was hed awa y in baptism (Acts
22:16), and are rema ining faithful there is the hope
which saves. “For we were saved in this hope,
but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does
one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for
what we do not see, we eagerly w ait for it with
pers eve ranc e” (Roma ns 8:24-25).
15)
Yourselves
God has d one His part in the salvation of
man it is therefore up to the sinner to see to it that
he does h is part in bein g saved . “Take heed to
you rself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will sav e both yourself and those
who hear you” (1 Tim 4:16 ). Have you done your
part?
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